
           
           
           
           

  

  
  
  
  
  

     
     
     

      

EXTRA-MILE VOLUNTEER, CRISTINA 

BENNETT’S EXPERIENCES IN GODERICH. 

Cristina worked in the Gladlyn Prep and Junior School in Goderich in 

October 2009. 

Fantastic to have Haja with us – her 
presence allowed us to appreciate 
and enjoy the rush and excitement 
of arriving in SL. Return experience 
was great: catching a local bus into 
Lumley made the leaving so much 

more ‘inclusive’. The care and 
‘protection’ we were given during 

both incoming and outward 
journeys was magnificent. 

Brilliant! A small private school in a modified dwelling house meant tiny 
classes! Active learning was easy to do and the kids loved it. I also tried 
to integrate learning styles in my teaching that I observed their teachers 
using. Learning the kids’ names was easy and a real bonus – I would not 

have managed that if I had been teaching classes of 40. 

Weekends were idyllic; Baw Baw villa is a perfect retreat – sleeping with the 
windows open at night, listening to the sea against the rocks a few metres 

away, is magical; swimming in the warm sea was delightful and a canoe trip 
through the mangrove swamp was an unexpected pleasure. 

 

The handbook was a fantastic reference document – it was well-thumbed 
before and during our stay. 

 

Evening meals were fantastic. The ‘coalpot’ cooking of 
the sauces (delicious, spicy and nutritious) 

accompanied by locally caught and perfectly cooked 
fish (barracuda, crab), tasty chicken and beef, were all 

excellent. On Saturday evenings at Baw Baw, we ate 
out at Franco’s. 

We asked every couple of days for clothes to be washed – 
sweating so much sometimes means 2/3 changes a day! 

Washed, dried and folded each time – fantastic! 
 

Extra Mile’s care at all times was amazing! We were looked after 
and carefully advised in all aspects of daily life from using public 
transport to sitting on the beach! Haja was with us all the time; 

friends of Extra Mile (teachers and trainee teachers) called around 
to chat; Hawa kept us fed, watered and tidy! I even got my cup of 
tea when I got home from school in the afternoon – I mentioned it 
one afternoon and from then on it was ready for me before I had 

even taken off my shoes! 

It was a brilliant personal experience; but I know this privilege comes at a price. I now feel responsible 
to raise awareness in my colleagues about the importance of supporting fellow professionals in other 

parts of the world. 
 


