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Extra Mile School Building – Our Furniture Arrives! 

 

 It is now more than eighteen months since our staff moved into the new ‘Library’ and out of the 
rented apartment in ‘off’ Adonkia Road, Goderich in May 2014. Since then our building has made great 

progress, although all work was halted in August 2014 due to the Ebola crisis. 
Not until the Sierra Leone Government decreed a resumption of classes in 
schools, colleges and universities in June 2015 did we then begin to build 
again. By late September (2014), our first classroom was almost completed, 
with windows, doors, window guards and painted and plastered walls. With a 

secure and weather-proof room we could then start thinking about 
sending the container of school furniture and resources, which had 

been waiting at Manor Farm (Warks) for more than a year. We did, 
however, need to transfer its contents 
into a sea-going container for the 
trip, and so our team of volunteers 
spent a full day re-loading all the 
furniture, books, and other 
equipment, before we could then 

dispatch the lot to Goderich. After 
almost five weeks on the high seas, the 
container finally arrived at Water Quay 
(Freetown), only for us to discover that 
our problems were only just beginning. 

 Moses and our agent Aruna Sesay had arguments and ‘discussions’ about almost every obstruction the 
authorities contrived,  from the rate of customs dues and incorrect forms, to accusations of importing paint 
(all 3 cans). We had to empty almost all of the furniture onto the quayside, including all the chairs and 
tables from the container, to show that we weren’t carrying ‘contraband’ of any kind, and even had to argue 
about their demand to pay the medical bill for one of the workers who was stabbed, trying to steal one of 

our laptops! Surprisingly, not all the chairs could be fitted back into the container, so 
they had to spend a few days in the care of the local police – obviously for a small 
fee!! After almost three weeks and a few million leones we handed over our final 
‘bribe’, to jump the 
queue (from 91st), in 
order to clear the 
dock gates before the 
weekend curfew and a 
further three days 
rent. Due to even 

more, lengthy 
‘discussions’ at the dock 
gates, the container didn’t 
arrive at Ober Funkia till 

3am. Moses had assembled a team who turned 
out in the middle of the night to empty the 
container by the headlights of the jeep. By 5am he 
finally locked the classroom door – ‘our furniture had 
landed’. 
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More than 150 chairs, 50 tables, 
cupboards, books and countless resources 
all being squeezed in by George, Mark, 
Mike, Brian, Barry, Don, Dave, Thomas 

and Jan. 

Extra Mile container on its 
way to the dock gates. 
Not quite ‘free’ yet. 

Unloading the 
container by 

headlights at 3am 
at the school. 

Classroom one with its furniture in store. So many thanks to 
so many people for making this possible, well done! 



Fantastic Help and Support for Extra Mile: 
 

 Extra Mile has been so very fortunate this last year. So many very kind people have devoted their 
time and effort to help us in so many ways. In May 2015, we were bequeathed almost thirty laptops by Ian 

Brumby and his company colleagues. They, along with various family members, 
including Roger Gunter, spent a long time in ‘wiping’ and ‘loading’ them. We thank 

them so much for the machines but also for their time and expertise in 
setting them up for use in Extra Mile’s new school. Our link with Foxford 
Sixth-Form students and staff has once more been amazing this year. We are 
so grateful for their help and support. Willenhall Community Primary School 
very kindly donated several desktop computers which we shall convert and use 
in Sierra Leone. Thank you Geoff Hay and your colleagues. 

Samantha Gee and her company generously helped with several office machines, 
screens and display equipment. Thank you so much Sammy. 
Helen Fielding and her company were also very supportive in bequeathing a 
number of laptops for the pupils in the Extra Mile School (EMS), so kind and 

thoughtful. Thank you Helen and ‘co’. For all these ‘super’ donors, we will 
make every effort to send photos of all the donated items, ‘in-action’, 
once the school opens and pupils are at work.  
 We send out a big thanks also to Mr. and Mrs. John Goode and 
their staff, Reg and Chris who have looked after the container at 
Manor Farm for so long, before we could finally ship the container out 
to Sierra Leone. Our appreciation also to Jose for her help with the 
container and all the generous members of Rugby Methodist Church 
Centre and especially the Rev.Jane Gaffney. It has also been incredible 
to work with Marie and Reg (recently married), at ‘RIMO’ garden centre 
where we’ve been able to sell much of our produce. Jan’s four allotments in 
Dunchurch have continued to produce huge quantities of fruits, fresh 
vegetables and flowers. Along with Roz, our finance officer, and David and Diane, they have been able to sell 
over 1200 jars of jam, marmalade, chutney and sauces to friends and neighbours, family, local churches and 
at car-boot and table-top sales throughout the year; all of which has taken a tremendous amount of 
organisation but has boosted Extra Mile’s funds incredibly. Our thanks for such amazing voluntary work. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Extra Mile School Building – Our Progress: 

 

 We began building the Extra Mile Secondary School in January 
2014. The rough, tree-covered tract of Ober-Funkia land bequeathed by 
the elders presented immense difficulties for construction. 
Stonebreaking and bush 
clearance work went on for 
months before a large enough 
section could be cleared for 
the foundations to be laid 

out. Ebola had already struck 
in the east, on the Guinea 
border and it wasn’t long before 
Freetown had its first 

casualties. By April 2014 we had constructed the first columns 
and by May the library block had been completed. It was to be our 
new residence for staff and volunteers, offering a small parlour, a 
kitchen, four bedrooms a washroom and showers. 

Ian (right) and his 
company colleagues loading 
the laptops into the boot 

of his car. 

Rough terrain presented many problems 
at first. Stoebreakers at work. 

The first columns being erected for the Library 
block – April 2014 

Jan working in her 
‘beloved’ poly-tunnel 



 Immediately we began the first classroom, but 
within weeks the whole of Sierra Leone was ‘gripped’ 
by Ebola. Schools and colleges closed, aid flooded in, 
only to be 
squandered 

on 
‘sensitizing’ 

missions and 
everyone 
stopped 

shaking hands 

and hugging. Chlorine and soap became expensive commodities and 
we halted building work. Mike finally got out in early August.  
We were to wait for almost a year. By then the Sierra Leone 
government, ‘bouyed’ by the success of its ‘lock-downs’ and barely 
surviving on its UK aid was presiding over an economy in ‘free-fall’. With advice from the WHO, they took a 
big gamble and ‘unlocked’ the whole country. Schools, businesses and the transport system ‘coughed’ into life 

and our builders returned, grateful for the work, and the pay. 
July 2015 and our first classroom was plastered, painted, 

tiled, glazed and secure, ready for the furniture.  
 By September the shell of classroom two began to 
emerge. By November the ‘undercellar’ (school kitchen, 
store and garage) and the front platform were beginning 
to take shape.  
The plan is still to open the Extra Mile Secondary School 
in September 2016. The schedule is feasible and all the 
ground floor with two classrooms could be completed. 
However we have reached the end of our current capital 

reserves and in truth we must 
raise funds to finance our first 
three years of teaching, i.e. 
teacher’s and ancillary worker’s 
salaries, pupil resources, meals, 
as well as general school 

maintenance and upkeep. At the end of the first year we’ll 
need to divide classroom one creating three rooms in total. 
At the end of the second year we’ll need to divide classroom 
two, creating four rooms in total. By the end of year three 
the four classrooms will be full and we’ll need more. This will 

mean that during the three years we’ll need to be raising funds 

for running the school at the same time as continuing to build it!!    
 

 

 
 
 

The completed new Library Block, residence for staff and volunteers. 
May 2014 

Classroom one, completed – plastered, painted, 
tiled, glazed and secure, ready for its furniture. 

July 2015 

The ‘shell’ of classroom two beginning to take shape. The 
building crew were fantastic. 

The ‘undercellar’ beneath classroom two, the walkway and the beginnings of the 
front platform – November 2015 

The ‘almost’ completed ‘undercellar’. 
December 2015. 



 Moses’ Market Garden:  
 

 Moses, Ismael and Mohanmmed have been 
trying to bring back some greenery to the school 

building site. Their first 
crop of plantain (a bit 

like an overgrown 
banana) was 
harvested in 
September (see 
photo). When sliced, 
fried and dried, the 
plantain can be 

eaten like a savoury crisp. 
This has been a useful food 

supplement during the Ebola crisis when many markets were closed and travel to crowded places was not 
safe. They have also planted lots of flowering shrubs around the site and a screen of bushes close to the 
waterline to disperse the salty breeze from the Atlantic. We now have a new clutch of chickens, which 
Moses brought in from Yele in the provinces, to replace the ones devastated by the lizard last year. Soon 
after they were released Rocky, our guard dog found a new lizard. Rocky, Moses and Mohammed hunted it 
down and finally brought it to justice (see photo) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Extra Mile Volunteers – Post EBOLA: 

  
 Following the ‘all-clear’ from the WHO, the threat of EBOLA no longer fills the hearts and minds of local 
people with dread, although it will take much longer for them to salvage what has been lost. 
Extra Mile has several volunteers waiting to work in Goderich, and who will help to meet 
the need for good quality mentors and to help an education system trying to recover from 
this tragedy. Extra Mile welcomes further applications from experienced teachers who 

have the heart to help this country still in 
such distress. Craig Gaffney, who spent 
such a valuable six months at Lady 
Patricia Memorial Junior Secondary 
School last year, will be returning in 
February 2016, and it will be good to see him once more. Tim Feast 

(Goderich Comprehensive Secondary School - 2010) will also be working 
with Extra Mile once more for his fifth programme, during this summer, 
training some of the local teachers as well as Extra Mile’s new staff 
members.  

For the last seven years Extra Mile has been supporting local clinics, which have had little or no Government 
assistance, as they try, against all odds, to keep the poorest in this community alive, especially helping many women 
through child birth. The kindness shown by many people in the UK and elsewhere, has been amazing, and although this 
work is not part of our main education mission, it has been so much appreciated in Ober Funkia, that we intend to 
continue to help the local clinic over the next few years. If you can help provide medicines, glasses, or dressings, 
please get in touch, and we’ll try to ship them over.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SPECIAL PLEA:  With now over 100 Extra Mile Sponsors, some donating even as little as 50p ($1), each week, we have been able to continue to build up 
to January 2016. Unfortunately with Sierra Leone prices rising rapidly, our progress has been slow and we still need further, regular funds. If you can help 
by becoming a regular donor or by increasing your present giving by even a little amount or indeed get a friend involved, then we could plan the running 
of the school more confidently and underpin the financing of our educational development work and its much needed infrastructure much better. The 
local community has kindly donated the land for our use but now we must match their hopes and aspirations, by ‘seeing through’ 
the new school and library project. We thank you in anticipation of your kindness, and hope that you’ll regard 2016 as an 
opportunity to support us even more. If you would like to help then please follow this link (CLICK HERE) to download the 
form(s) or call Mike (044)7771874128, at any time. 

This issue of Extra-Mile’s ‘Report’ is sent to all Extra Mile’s sponsors and volunteers throughout the world who kindly donate their time, gifts and 

financial support to help children, teachers and schools in the Goderich area of Sierra Leone. (contact: mike@extra-mile.org), and to whom we 

send our best wishes for 2016. 
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Rocky ‘sniffing’ the deceased lizard 
after the ‘hunt’.  

The nightwatchman, Mohammed and Moses showing off their 
first ‘plantain’ crop in September. 

 

Extra Mile Volunteers working in Goderich this year: 
Anne King, Nathan Son, Cathie Aylmer and Ben Storer. 

 

Craig Gaffney and Tim 
Feast  


